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The First World War raged from 1914 to 1918 in muddy, bloody trenches in Western Europe, then the introduction of machine gun and poison gas into battle. Learn more about the great struggles and figures of the Great War, as well as its impact on cultural, economic, and social life across the globe. It was the Great One. The Great War. The war to end all wars. The slaughter on
both sides was so horrific that no rational person could imagine another such conflict. Just to ensure they even negotiated a treaty to ban war forever: the now infamous Kellogg-Briand Pact signed in 1928, which aimed to renounce war, with all disputes peacefully settled in the future. Tragically, twenty years after the end of the first great war, the world was back on it on a scale
that dwarfs all previous wars. Nevertheless, the First World War was the first modern war and raised - in addition to a lot of wishful thinking - a small library of war literature. In fact, some of the best anti-war writing of any era took its inspiration from the Great War. As always, my choices (in alphabetical order) were guided by a few simple criteria: 1) with so few choices, general
accounts tend to trump specific surveys, and 2) intelligent and engaging always trumped intelligent and difficult. If you think we've missed something indispensable - and surely we have - let us know. Top Ten World War Books All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich Maria Remarque Remarque served in the German Army during the war and was wounded five times. Some see
this as the greatest war novel ever. Honorable mention: Company K, by William March. A Farewell to Arms, by Ernest Hemingway When poor eyesight kept him out of service, the 18-year-old Hemingway volunteered to serve in France and later Italy as an ambulance driver. His wartime love story is often cited as the greatest American novel to come out of World War I Honor
mention: To the Last Man: A Novel of World War I, by Jeff Shaara. First World War, by Hew Strachan The best one-volume history of the war from one of its leading historians. This is a compressed version of a larger multi-volume project. Honours mention: World War I, by John Keegan. Farewell to all this: An autobiography by Robert Graves English poet Graves' bitter account of
his life has been called by scholar and critic Paul Fussell the best memoir of the First World War. The Great War and Modern Memory, by Paul Fussell Winner of the National Book Award and hailed as one of the twentieth century's 100 Best Non-fiction Books, Fussell challenges the way we think about the war in this landmark study. The Guns of August, by Barbara Tuchman
Tuchman captured the Pulitzer Prize and won international acclaim with this classic account of the opening month of the Great War. Honorable Mention: The Zimmerman Telegram, by Barbara Tuchman. Once Eagle, by Anton Ants The acclaimed novel of two wars and two very different Army Army A favorite among military professionals, it has been on the Army Chief of Staff's list
of recommended reading and the Marine Commandant's Reading List. It doesn't get much better than this. The Price of Glory: Verdun 1916, by Alistair Horne A classic account of one of the battles that represents the horror of trench warfare. More than a million men died fighting for a scrap of land slightly larger than the combined Royal Parks of London. A Storm in Flanders: The
Ypres Salient, 1914-1918: Tragedy and Triumph on the Western Front, by Winston Groom Novelist (Forrest Gump, Better Times than these) and historian, Groom vividly chronicles another of the templates of trench warfare. The World Crisis, 1911-1918, of Winston Churchill Churchill's brilliant account of the war years when he served in several capacities: the First Master of
admiralty, an infantry commander in France, an MEP and the Minister for Munitions. As usual with Churchill, brilliantly written. Tom Miller is a former history professor and author and essayist. His reviews and essays have appeared in numerous books, journals and newspapers, including The Encyclopedia of Southern History, American History Illustrated, the Chicago Tribune, and
the Des Moines Register. He is also a former Army officer and Vietnam veteran. View full article IWM/Getty Images/Imperial War Museums/Getty Images There were four main reasons for The First World War: militarism, alliances, imperialism and nationalism. The first world war was a direct result of these four main causes, but it was triggered by the murder of the Austrian
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife. The first world war began immediately after august 1914. Gavrilo Princip was the assassin and was a Bosnian revolutionary.Militarism was a cause of the war because the war was an arms race with Britain, France and Germany competing to build larger armies and fleets. In fact, between 1870 and 1914, all the major powers, besides the
United States and Britain, more than doubled their army sizes. Alliances were a cause of the war because it forced many countries to join the conflict, even though they were not initially affected. As each country's alliances became involved and then alliances became involved, the war grew to extend throughout the world. Imperialism is the collection of colonies, and in the 1890s
many countries that had not had many colonies decided that they wanted more colonies. This led to a global competition for land. Nationalism is proud of one's country and believes that one's country is better than other countries. This nationalist pride helped fuel the war. Our editors independently research, test, and recommend the best products; you can read more about our
review process here. We may receive commission on purchases made from our selected links. World War II fought from 1914 to 1918 and transformed European economy, culture and society. Countries from all over the world fought in a conflict that is now widely remembered for wasting and losing lives. Keegan's book has become a modern classic, representing the most popular
view of the Great War: a bloody and futile conflict, fought in chaos, causing the needless death of millions. Three concentrations of black-and-white photographs and a selection of quality cards accompany an excellently written narrative that masterfully guides the reader through a complex period. Stevenson tackles vital elements of the war missing from multiple military accounts,
and is a good addition to Keegan. If you only read a breakdown of the financial situation affecting Britain and France (and how the US helped before declaring war), make it the relevant chapter here. Recommended by several university teachers as the best single-volume introduction to students, this is a relatively small, and thus more easily digested volume, which should be
affordable. A fantastic aggregate account of events, with enough bite to keep Great War experts interested. Clark has won awards for his work on German history, and here he tackles, in detail, the start of the First World War. His volume debates how the war began, and by refusing to blame Germany - and instead blaming the whole of Europe - has been blamed for bias. This
award-winning volume looks at the entire First World War through the eyes of what is, in too many English-language books, the vague and evil other side, and this book refocused the popular discussion. This is a good English-language book on the other side of the war: Germany and Austria-Hungary. The topic is getting more attention now, but this book was previously hailed as
the best. The culture that surrounded the First World War was rich and can provide ample reading, but it is the poetry that has set the tone for decades. This is an excellent collection of poetry about the war. Not a book focused on Europe, but on how Europeans destroyed the old Middle Eastern order and failed to replace it with stability. This is a quality popular story about another
often overlooked topic. While that's not enough for a study in itself, this quality book will accompany any discussion of the First World War, whether you want a few extra numbers for an essay or a clear-reference to your novel. Facts, figures, summaries, definitions, timelines, chronologies - there is a wealth of information here. John Keegan's view of the Great War has resistance,
and Gary Sheffield's revisionist work gives a very different view of the conflict. Sheffield argues that the Great War was absolutely necessary to stop military imperialism, a controversial view that has angered many readers. There are a lot of books about the Somme published for the hundredth anniversary, so we've only chosen the best and you might want to shop around.
MacDonald's is a classic work that will need something double to improve. This book is touching, informative, informative, informative, repackaged, and can be very cheap. This is an older volume - but still a big one - about one of the most cynical decisions in a very cynical war, how things went very wrong for the promoters, and a little better for defenders. There are a few things in
this book that wouldn't be written now - stereotypes for example - but are otherwise excellent. Passchendaele was the battle that painted a picture of emptiness for the British. It marked the First World War as meaningless and fumbling, and is treated with due care in this book by MacDonald. This latest book is a balanced and fair examination of the Battle of Gallipoli; an event
often overshadowed by partisanship and remembered in the British national consciousness as a massive mistake. What matters is that Carlyon is not afraid to point out how all the nations on the Allied sides made mistakes. Many English-language books focus on the Western Front, and it's worth reading a book dedicated to the massive events in the east. Root's is the best,
treating the theatre with detail and the balance it needs. Although a truly excellent new study of events, with many revealing facts and interpretations, the content of this volume did not progress after 1914. By the time Strachan finishes his expected three-part work it may be the dominant modern text. This collection of eyewitness accounts, taken from many areas across the
Western Front, is certainly not pleasant reading, but it will increase your knowledge of the conflict. Conflict.
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